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The Russians also had spokesmen for their civilizing mission to Asians. As early
as 1851 Friedrich Engels in a letter to Karl Marx said, "For all its baseness and
Slavonic dirt, Russian domination is a civilizing element .. , in Central Asia."8 A few
decades later an aristocrat put Russia's mission more nobly when speaking of the need
to liberate the oppressed peoples of the East: "All these people of various races feel
themselves drawn to us, and are ours, by blood, by tradition, and by ideas."9
While the British, the French, the Germans, and the Americans could not have
agreed to such sentiments about kinship by blood, they had the same supreme
confidence in the superiority of their versions of Western civilization (as the Japanese
and Chinese did in theirs). Therefore, they felt it was only right and just that they
bring the benefits of their superior civilization to the inferior peoples. After all, it
would be for their own good, even if a certain amount of force had to be used in order
to achieve the law and order without which civilized advancement could not take
place. A rational system of justice, of fair taxation, of health care, and of education
was a necessary framework for an economic development that would benefit the
dependent peoples, as well as the mother country. And even if no other benefits
accrued to the colonial peoples, they would be able to drop their heathen and pagan
ways and adopt the civilizing mantle of Christianity.
An imperturbable and righteous conviction of superiority permeated the assump-
tions of many imperialist spokesmen. Occasionally they made the conviction painfully
explicit. F. D. Lugard gave the following advice to English missionaries respecting the
way they should treat Africans:
The essential point in dealing with Africans is to establish a respect for the
European. Upon this—the prestige of the white man-depends his influence,
often his very existence, in Africa. If he shows by his surroundings, and by his
assumption of superiority, that he is far above the native, he will be respected,
and his influence will be proportionate to the superiority he assumes and bears
out by his higher accomplishments and mode of life. In my opinion-at any rate
with reference to Africa-it is the greatest possible mistake to suppose that a
European can acquire a greater influence by adopting the mode of life of the
natives. In effect, it is to lower himself to their plane, instead of elevating them
to his. The sacrifice involved is wholly unappreciated, and the motive would be
held by the savage to be poverty and lack of social status in his own country.
The whole influence of the European in Africa is gained by this assertion of a
superiority which commands the respect and excites the emulation of the savage.
To forego this vantage-ground is to lose influence for good. I may add, that the
loss of prestige consequent on what I should term the humiliation of the
European affects not merely the missionary himself, but is subversive of all
efforts for secular administration, and may even invite insult, which may lead to
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